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Claims 

1. A method for keeping user's particular outgoing e-mail 
correspondence separate from user's other e-mail correspondence, 
characterized by the steps of: 

5 in the user's e-mail client program 

replacing in a particular outgoing e-mail message a recipient 
address set by the user with the address of a mediating server, 

moving the recipient address into another field of the e-mail 

message, 

10 sending the e-mail message to the mediating server, 

and in the mediating server 

moving in the e-mail message to be forwarded the recipient 
address from said another field into the recipient field, and 

placing the address used in said particular e-mail correspondence 
1 5 into the sender field of the e-mail message. 

2. The method as in claim 1, characterized in that 

the recipient address is put into the recipient field of the message, 
additional information is added to the recipient address in the 
recipient field which causes the recipient address to be ignored when the 
20 message is routed to the mediating server. 

3. The method as in claim 1, characterized in that 

when the user places a plurality of recipient addresses to the 
message all the recipient addresses are replaced with the address of the 
mediating server, 

25 all the recipient addresses placed to the message by the user are 

moved into other field or fields of the message than any of the recipient 
fields. 

4. The method as in claim 1, characterized in that replacing 
and moving of the address are carried out automatically in response to the 

30 pressing by the user of a particular send button. 

5. The as in claim 1, characterized in that replacing and 
moving of the address are made automatically by means of a particular 
message writing form that contains the address of the mediating server not 
visible to the user. 

35 
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6. A method for keeping user's incoming particular e-mail 
correspondence separate from user's other e-mail correspondence, 
characterized by the steps of: 

routing an e-mail mail addressed to the user's particular e-mail 
5 address is to a mediating server, 

moving in the mediating server the original sender address into 
other field than the address field, 

replacing the address in the recipient field with another address 
specified by the user, 
10 placing the address of the mediating server into the sender field, 

and 

retransmitting the e-mail to the address specified by the user. 

7. The method as in claim 6, characterized in that 

an identifier is added to a message retransmitted from the 
15 mediating server, 

a message received by the user's e-mail client program is 
identified to be a particular message on the bases of the identifier. 

8. The method as in claim 6, characterized in that, in the 
user's e-mail client program, 

20 the original e-mail address of the sender is moved from said other 

field into the sender field of the received e-mail message. 

9. The method as in claim 6, characterized in that when the 
user is one of the recipients of the e-mail message sent from the original 
sender address: 

25 in the mediating server, the addresses of the other recipients of 

the message to be sent further from the mediating server are replaced to 
other field than the address field of the message, 

in the user's e-mail client program, the addresses of the other 
recipients are extracted from said other field and shown to the user. 
30 10. A system for keeping user's particular e-mail correspondence 

separate from user's other e-mail correspondence, comprising: 

an e-mail client program in the user's computer for sending and 
receiving e-mails, 

a mediating server that retransmits e-mail messages received 
35 from the user to the message's recipient address and e-mail messages sent 
to the user to the user's e-mail address 
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characterized in that the mediating server comprises: 
a database containing the user's e-mail address in the e-maii 
service that he is using and the user's address in the mediating server, 

means for replacing the sender address of the message received 
5 from the user with the user's address in the mediating server, and for 
replacing the mediating server's address in the recipient address field with 
the address or addresses of the original recipient(s) temporarily placed in 
another field or fields than address field of the message. 

means for replacing the user's mediating server address in the 
1 0 receiver field of the message received to the user's mediating server address 
with the user's address in the e-mail service that he is using and for moving 
the sender address of the received message into another field of a message 
to be retransmitted, 

and that a plug-in program has been added to the e-mail client 
15 program, said plug-in program bein adapted to: 

replace, in a message to be sent from the client program, the 
receiver's address placed in the recipient address field of the message by the 
user with the address of the mediating server, 

move, in a message to be sent from the client program, the 
20 receiver's address placed in the recipient address field of the message by the 
user into other field of the message than an address field, and 

replace, the in the message received to the client program, the 
original sender address placed in said other field than the address field to the 
sender field of the message. 
25 11. An e-mail mediating server in a computer network e.g. in the 

Internet, characterized in that the mediating server comprises: 

a database containing users' e-mail address in the e-mail service 
that they are using and the users' e-mail address in the mediating server, 

means for replacing the sender address of a message received 
30 from a user with the user's e-mail address in the mediating server and for 
replacing the address of the mediating server in the receiver address field 
with the address of the receiver, or that of the receivers placed in another 
field of the message than an address field, 

means for replacing the user's mediating server address in the 
35 recipient field of a message received to the mediating server with the user's 
e-mail address in the e-mail service he is using and for placing the sender 
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address of the message received to the mediating server to another field of 
the message than an address field in the message to be retransmitted. 

12. The e-mail mediating server as in claim 11, characterized 
in that it further comprises means for placing the other recipient addresses of 
a message received to the user's mediating server address to another field of 
the message to be retransmitted than to an address field so that the user's e- 
mail client program can then extract these other addresses and show them to 
the recipient. 



